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                  We are pleased to offer our citizens, businesses and visitors online access to permitting, inspection scheduling, fee payments and other services, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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                      Joint Board of County Commissioners’ Regional Roundtable – Pinellas/Hillsborough/Pasco Counties – Canceled
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            County Health Program Locations

 

Clearwater

2189 Cleveland St. Suite 230 Clearwater, FL. 33765

St. Petersburg

647 1st Avenue N. St. Petersburg, FL 33701

 

For questions and Applications:

(727) 464-4200

 

 

 

                                                                            

                    
            
            Human Services Administration

Phone: (727) 464-4200

email humansvs@pinellas.gov

 

Human Services Org Chart

 

Karen Yatchum, Human Services Director
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Recovering After 15 Years of Opioid Abuse




Despite health issues, a previously homeless MATE client is substance free and working toward full recovery.




The Bayside Health Clinic referred a 35-year-old client to Operation PAR for medication-assisted treatment and counseling services in the Health Care for the Homeless program’s Medication Assisted Treatment Initiative (MATE).




The client said she had a 15-year history of opioid abuse, primarily intravenous morphine and hydromorphone as well as a three-year history of cocaine use. The client, motivated for treatment and a lifestyle change, entered the program after a two-month hospital stay.




While struggling at first to go substance free, the client began to recognize the need for help, continued counseling sessions and applying coping skills learned. Previously homeless, the client found housing in a community residence program seven months into treatment. With stable housing, counseling, case management, medication-assisted treatment and psychiatric medication, the client became more stable. She improved physically, emotionally, mentally and financially.




After 11 months in treatment and after being out of the workforce for four years, the client obtained a full-time job. Unfortunately, a second round of health issues caused the client’s resignation from the job. However, at the time, the client had also begun rebuilding family relationships and was able to move home with immediate family.




Nearly two years later, the client remains stably housed and is surrounded by family. The many challenges experienced during treatment could have hindered recovery, however, the client remains abstinent and has been able to experience the benefits of a substance-free lifestyle.




The client wrote: “I am glad to say that I now have self-esteem, a clear head, family support and the sober fellowship to help me clearly see any type of manipulation. I am happy to say it has been two years since I have allowed myself to become entangled into a web of lies and abuse.”





As of February 2020, the client continues counseling sessions and negative drug screens. The client understands the importance of building a support system and is on the road to self-sufficiency.




The client continued: “I am officially no longer 17 and am on the road to becoming the woman I was always meant to be. I am still learning who she is, but one thing I can say for sure is that I love her very much.”





The Health Care for the Homeless program provides primary medical care, dental services and behavioral health services including substance use and medication-assisted treatment for homeless individuals. To learn more, visit Pinellas County Healthcare for the Homeless Program.









Funding for the MATE program comes from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Health Resources and Services Administration for the Pinellas County Health Care for the Homeless program. Human Services has partnered with Operation PAR and the Florida Department of Health to provide medication-assisted treatment services for those homeless clients with substance use concerns including opioid and alcohol dependence. According to the Pinellas County Opioid Task Force, more than one person dies every 48 hours from an opioid-related overdose.
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Stay Connected
			Enter your email address to stay updated on the latest county news, events and opportunities.
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This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.




          
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
        

                        

                        

		                
		                

Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.



		
Report An Issue
			See a problem in your community? Report it to Pinellas County Government using the web page below or via our mobile app.


Download Mobile App
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Report Online
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Sign up for Alert Pinellas emergency notifications.

[image: Visit Alert Pinellas to sign up for notifications.]
[image: Visit Alert Pinellas to sign up for notifications.]




		
Contact Us
Open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday.
After hours, please leave message.

(727) 464-3000

(727) 464-4062 TDD
Phone Numbers and Office Locations
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