




IGNITION PLAN  
Brooker Creek Preserve 
Unit: Red Trail 
 
Red Trail unit will be burned using backing and strip fires.  This unit can be burned 
during four wind direction and each direction requires a different firing pattern.  This 
burn unit is mainly pine flatwoods with areas of mixed upland forests.  It is mainly 
palmetto/galberry understory with patches of grassy areas throughout.  The palmetto 
height ranges from 3 to greater than 6 feet. Letters are placed on the Burn Map for ease of 
the crew knowing their location on the fire.  See Burn map for these locations as they will 
be referred to in the descriptions below. 
 
North winds:  A small test fire will be set at the midpoint along the south line.  
Depending on the fire behavior the decision on whether or not to proceed with the burn 
will be made.  If the burn is to continue, ignition will proceed from the test fire area east 
and west along the south edge of the unit.  A backing fire will be lit along the south line.  
After a blackline has been burned strip fires will be ignited along the east and west sides 
of the unit at approximately one chain intervals.  The distance between and length of the 
strip fires will be modified depending on fuel load, ease of access and fire behavior.  
 
 South winds:  A small test fire will be set at the midpoint along the north line.  
Depending on the fire behavior the decision on whether or not to proceed with the burn 
will be made.  If the burn is to continue, ignition will proceed from the test fire area east 
and west along the north edge of the unit.  A backing fire will be lit along the north line.  
After a blackline has been burned strip fires will be ignited along the east and west sides 
of the unit at approximately one chain intervals.  The distance between and length of the 
strip fires will be modified depending on fuel load, ease of access and fire behavior.  
 
Northeast winds:  A small test fire will be set at the southeast corner of the unit.  
Depending on the fire behavior the decision on whether or not to proceed with the burn 
will be made.  If the burn is to continue, ignition will proceed from the test fire area east 
and north.  A backing fire will be lit along the south line for 3-5 chains before strip fires 
are ignited.  The west side will be burned entirely as a backing fire.  Strip fires will be 
ignited on the north edge of the unit.  The distance between and length of the strip fires 
will be modified depending on fuel load, ease of access and fire behavior.  
 
Southeast winds:  A small test fire will be set at the northeast corner of the unit.  
Depending on the fire behavior the decision on whether or not to proceed with the burn 
will be made.  If the burn is to continue, ignition will proceed from the test fire area east 
and south.  Backing fires will be lit for 3-5 chains before strip fires are ignited.  The 
distance between and length of the strip fires will be modified depending on fuel load, 
ease of access and fire behavior.  



 
Resources Summary 

Requested (x) Resources Available Resource Identification ETA On Scene  

 Strike Truck     Brooker Brush Truck       x       

 Strike Truck   Weedon Brush Truck       0900             

 Strike Truck   B-90 (PARK)    0900             

 Strike Truck   B-91(PARK)    0900             

 Water Tender/Strike Truck     Brooker 6X       x       

 Water Tender     PARK tender     0900              

 Tractor w/Buffalo     Brooker  Buffalo       x       

 Tractor Plow     DOF - BCP 0900             

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

                               

  
 



PRE-BURN BRIEFING 
 
General Control Objectives for the Burn  
 

 Maintain burn within unit           
 Watch for spot-overs 

o Do not rush spot-overs 
o Inform the burn boss immediately 
o All ignition is to cease   

 Monitor weather for: wind shift, humidity change, temperature change 
 Monitor smoke 
 Nearest water source (for truck fill-up) 
 Crew Assignments 
 Report weather readings hourly (assign to crew member)         
 Ignition Plan 

 
General Safety Message   
 

 Follow ignition plan    
 Stay hydrated            
 Maintain radio contact  
 Know escape routes 
 Inform the burn boss immediately of any injuries 
 Rotate A/C breaks as needed 

           
Watch out situations        
 

 Old Plowlines   
 Snags  
 Holes in Standing Water 
 Venomous Snakes 
 Gopher Tortoise Burrows 
 Yellow Jackets/Wasps   
 Old Barbed Wire Fence 
 Powerlines  

 
Any Crew Members Decline Participation on Burn? 
 

 No 
 Yes 

(Name – Reason) 
 
_________________ - ____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________ - ____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________ - ____________________________________________________ 
 
_________________ - ____________________________________________________ 

 
Nearby Medical Facilities 
 
Mease Hospital   McMullen Booth Road   Safety Harbor   756-6111 
Helen Ellis  Pinellas Avenue South  Tarpon Springs   942-5000 

             (5008 ER)        
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