
To schedule a 
reef speaker for your
club or organization,

contact Pinellas
County Utilities

Conservation
Resources at

(727) 464-3896.

Pinellas County Utilities
14 South Fort Harrison Avenue

Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 464-4000

07/06

Visit the artificial reef program at 
www.pinellascounty.org/utilities

Pinellas County Utilities has thirteen artificial reef
sites, 3 to 38 miles offshore, in the Gulf of Mexico.
Each reef’s individual design has different sized
openings for different sized fish. These openings
attract bottom dwellers like grouper, snapper, and
grunt. The height of the structures attracts migratory

species like
mackerel,
amberjack,
cobia,
barracuda, and
baitfish. The

reef sites can have a base diameter of up to 100 feet
and reach up to half the water’s depth.

Approximately two weeks after placing the reef
material on the ocean floor, barnacles and algae form
on the reef. Soon, sea urchins and small fish come to
feed on the new reef. Within the year (typically
between six and nine months), the reef begins to
support coral growth. After a year of coral growth,
several types of invertebrates, such as sea squirts,
inhabit the reef.

The reef crew has placed mooring buoys on
several reef sites for boats less than 30 feet. Boaters
can directly tie on to a line attached to these buoys.
These buoys eliminate the danger of an anchor
becoming entangled in a reef and provide an easier
way to moor your vessel. In addition, any reef site
with an active construction permit will have a yellow
center buoy.

Mooring buoys:
Indian Shores Reef  . . . . Upside Down Barge
N 27º - 51.790’ W 083º - 02.110’
Rube Allyn Reef  . . . . Retired County Barge
N 27º - 55.935’ W 083º - 01.417’
St. Pete Beach Reef  . . . . . .U.S. Army Tanks
N 27º - 40.730’ W 082º - 51.826’
South County Reef 
N 27º - 43.370’ W 082º - 58.540’
Veterans Reef  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Barges
N 28º - 02.978’ W 083º - 00.741’
South County Reef  . . . . . . . . . Tug “Orange”
N 27º - 43.375’ W 82º - 58.450’


